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Welcome to RHS Garden Bridgewater’s first quarterly newsletter. 
Currently the largest gardening project in
Europe, Salford’s new 154 acre RHS Garden
Bridgewater will open to the public in 2020. 
Named after the historic Bridgewater Canal
which runs along the southern end of the
site, RHS Garden Bridgewater is situated on
the former estate of the First Earl of
Ellesmere, who built Worsley New Hall in
the 1840’s. 

This once in a generation project will see the
Royal Horticultural Society take inspiration
from the heritage of the site and transform
it into a world-class garden in the North
West, while also delivering a programme of
community outreach and education
activities, volunteering and training. 
But there’s a lot to do before we open our
doors in 2020!
Cover shows Curator Marcus Chilton-Jones at
Bridgewater.

The 11 acres of Walled Garden, comprising a
magnificent series of gardens and learning spaces.



Project Highlights
Since we took on the site
just over a year ago the
small but growing
Horticulture team have
been hard at work clearing
and preparing the site with
the help of an army of
volunteers – 400 to date.
The historic 11 acre
Walled Garden will be the
horticultural centrepiece
of the garden and was
completely cleared over
the winter. In May, local
building conservation
specialists Maysand arrived
on site to begin restoring
the walls. With 1.4km of
wall, over 5,000m2 of face
brick and 100m of cracks to stitch and
repair, restoring the walls to their former
glory is a big job!

75,000 bricks have been salvaged to be reused. Adam from Maysand building conservation specialists
repairing and restoring the Walled Garden.

Volunteer Manager Lissa Davenport with police
cadets helping with clearance at Bridgewater.



Contractors A E Yates are also on site
creating the new entrance and car parking
areas and we are about to let the contract
to build the new Welcome Building (with
café, shop and plant centre) designed by
Manchester-based architect Stephen
Hodder. 
Within this building will be two dedicated
classrooms so that we can provide free
visits for schools, as at our other gardens.

Contractors working on the new car park.

Architects' impression of the new lake and Welcome Building, where the classrooms will be located.



The historic boating lake was drained this
spring and has been drying out over the
summer in preparation for dredging. This is
part of our plan to improve the biodiversity
of the site. 
We will also be creating a new lake, linked to
the historic lake by a new stream. We are
delighted to be working with members of
the Chinese community in Manchester to
create a Chinese streamside garden in this
area celebrating the history of Chinese
plants in UK gardens, by creating a fusion of
British and Chinese woodland planting.
We have started a phased programme of
clearing the 75 acres of woodlands of
invasive species such as Rhododendron
Ponticum and Japanese knotweed and have
recruited a small arboriculture team. They
have developed a Woodland Management
Plan and will be reintroducing native and
more exotic species into this area over the
coming years.

Ecologist checking for amphibians during the drainage of the historic lake.

Wildlife holding pond near the historic lake.



The difference we’re hoping to make from 
RHS Garden Bridgewater 
It’s truly amazing to have 154 acres of
garden within 20 minutes of central
Manchester and we have been overwhelmed
by the local interest in the garden. We want
to restore this important green space and
provide Beauty and Inspiration to people
from across the North West. As well as
being exciting to our existing members we
also want the garden to appeal to people
from Manchester and Salford who might not
previously have visited an RHS garden. We
already have a community outreach team
who are building strong local partnerships
across the region to engage a diverse range
of local communities.
The Health and Wellbeing benefits of
gardening are well documented. Extending
these benefits to our local communities is a
key priority for us at RHS Bridgewater. We

have been working with a range of health
and social care partners, including Salford
Clinical Commissioning Group, to develop
our plans for promoting health and
wellbeing both within the garden, and across
the surrounding neighbourhoods. 
Most importantly the garden will offer Skills
and Opportunities for local people. We will
offer free educational activities for schools
in our classrooms and teaching garden, and
community growing areas where people can
come and learn gardening skills from the
RHS team. We will offer horticultural
apprenticeships from 2019 and other
apprenticeships across catering, retail and
visitor services from 2020 providing training
for young people. We have already been
involving lots of young people in our plans as
you can see overleaf.

Anna da Silva, Programme Director



Getting young people
involved 
Involving young people in the garden from
the outset is important to the RHS. Over
the past year young people from The
Oakwood Academy, the Police Cadets,
Salford Young Offenders team and the
YMCA have worked alongside the RHS
Garden Bridgewater Horticulture team.  
Students from local high schools have
shared their ideas for our future play areas.
Young people from The Canterbury Centre
pupil referral unit and the Next Step
Leaving Care service completed part of
their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award by
regularly helping out on site. Students
studying HNC Animal Management at
Eccles 6th Form College have been
volunteering every week to help look after
our rare breed Berkshire pigs, gaining
valuable hands-on experience and skills.
And this summer Bridgewater hosted local
young people for a two week National
Citizen Service (NCS) programme,

facilitated by the
Salford Foundation.
They learnt how to
point walls, identify
plants, build bird
boxes and cook
outside, and they
left us with great
insight into how
RHS Garden
Bridgewater can
continue to
communicate with
and engage young
people. 

Chloe Oxton and Isaac Stylianou, HNC Animal
Management students, Eccles 6th Form College.

Salford Foundation NCS team learning about pig
husbandry during their two week programme.

Students from Walkden High School taking part in a play consultation.



And finally…
It’s not every day you get to meet a 123
year old Xmas Cactus! Local resident
Allan Horrocks popped in to see us in
May with this magnificent plant. Given to
his grandmother by the head gardener at
Worsley Old Hall, it now has a new home
at RHS Garden Bridgewater.
We are running a Memories Project, in
partnership with University of Salford,
inviting local people to share their
memories of the site with us. Do get in
touch if you have a memory to share!



Growing a garden for the future
Work on RHS Garden Bridgewater is fully
underway. We need to invest £32m to open
the Garden but, as a charity, we need help
to raise £17m of this. 
Thanks to the support of Salford City
Council, The Garfield Weston Foundation,
Arcadia Fund, among other funders, we
have already secured £11.5m. We need
your help to raise the remaining £5.5m.

We need your help
Through the generous support from
individuals, companies, trusts and
foundations, we need to raise the final
£5.5m so that we can open the gates for
everyone to enjoy. This is a once in a
lifetime opportunity to contribute to a
landmark project that will benefit future
generations to come.

There are a number of ways that you can
get involved…

Donate
Every gift helps towards bringing our new
garden to life. 
Donate online at rhs.org.uk/donate

Join the RHS
As a member, you’re supporting our
charitable work to enrich everyone’s life
through plants. 
Join online today at rhs.org.uk/join

Stay in touch
Follow our progress @RHSBridgewater on
Twitter and Facebook, and on our website:
rhs.org.uk/Bridgewater

Impression of the Walled Garden by Tom Stuart-Smith
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